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S E L E T E D

1891

Born 21 October in Cedar Rapids, lowa, the only chibd of Genrude H.
Dorwart Cone (18539-158) and Harry DeForest Cone {18640-15251),
1906

Graduated Adams Elementary School, Cedar Rapids. Enrolled in
Washington High Scheol. Grant Wood (1881-1842) a fellow classmate
and close friend. Active contributor 1o the high school literary
magaeine,

1910

Graduared Washingron High School, Cedar Rapids. Enrvolled in Coe
College, Cedar Rapids, Class curriculum emphasized English,
coomiomics, French, history, and the sciences, with no studio work and
only a few courses in |.'|;|“.'i:';|| art history,

1913

Visited the Armory Show du
Instituee (24 March-15 April). Active contributor to the Coe Callege
Csinos,

1914

Graduated magna cum lavde from Coe College, receiving bachelor of
scicnce degree. Moved wo Chicago in the fall and emtered the School of
the Are Institute of Chicago. Studicd under Atclier and Concours
System with Antonin Sterba (1873-1963), Karl A. Buehr (15645-1952),
Lowis W, Wilson (18721919}, Elmer A, Forsherg (I876-1934), and
Ralph FE Seymour (1874-1966).

1915

Excelled in drawing and decorative illustration, creating some of his
carliest gouache works of cloud banks. Began contributing
illustrations 1o The Continent, a magazine published in New York,
Philadelphia, and Chicago in affiliation with the Presbyierian Church.
Executed more than seventy-five designs through 1917, Arthur W,
Hall (18881951} was his roommate and close friend.

197

Exhibited paintings of clouds in 5, Paul Institute’s Thind Anrwual
Exhibition of the Work of Northwestern Arfists, 3-14 March, Si. Paul,
Minnesota. Interrapted his studies at the A Institute of Chicage,
returned to Cedar Rapids in May. and enlisted in the US. Army,
Headguarters Company of the 67th Brigade—34th Division. Trained
at Camp Cody, Deming, New Mexico, and designed the Red Bull
insignia. Conducted some excavations in the Mimbres Valley,
unearthing bowl fragments and human skulls, .
1918

Departed Camp Cody in August for France with Brigadier General
Hubert Allen of Cedar Rapids, Cone acted as General Allen's
interpreter and did not see combart.

1919

Studied for about five months at the Ecole des Beaux Aris,
Mompellier, France. Returned to Cedar Rapids on 30 July. In the fall,
began waching French in the Depaniment of Romance Languages at
Coe College. Remained s Coe College for the next fortv-one vears,
teaching French, studio art, the humanities, and art history.
Established first studio class in frechand drawing in 1919 and
continued teaching the subject wneil 19640, Exhibited thirtv-one
paintings at the Picture Galleries, the Killian Company, 9-22 Octaber.
Renewed involvement with the Cedar Rapids Art Association.

1920

Traveled to Europe with Grant Wood in the summer. Left Cedar

its Chicago exhibition m the A
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Rapids on 5 June, spent 6-8 June in Chicago, 10-12 June in Monereal,
departed on 12 June. Arrived 22 June in Liverpoosl on transit to Paris.
Rerurned 22 August from Antwerp to Cedar Rapids aboard 58
Grampran; exhibited thirty paintings in the ship’s salon and
subsequently at the Cedar Rapids Art Association. Met Elizabeth
Winnifred Swift on the vovage, introduced by Gram Wood, Became
engaged 26 November, Winnifred borm in Watford, Omario, the child
of English-Scottish and Irish paremts, Elizabeth Dodds {1868-1964)
anil Edward Dimoad Swilt (1861-1954). Together with Gramt Wood,
Cone held two exhibitions, 14-28 April and 10-200 Xovember, at the
Cedar Rapids Public Library Art Gallery.

1921

Married Winnifred Swift 10 August at Trinity Church, Watford,
Chntario,

1922

Exhibition in Cedar Rapids ar the Public Library Art Gallery, 22.240
April. Daughier Doris Elaine born 21 November.

1923

Exhibition in Cedar Rapids at the Public Library An Gallery, May.
Moved 1o existing residence at 1721 5th Avenue 5 E.. Cedar Rapids.
1924

Anended graduate classes in French language and literawre a0 the
University of lowa w satisfy new degree requirements for frculty
Coe College. Exhibiation in Cedar Rapids at the Public Librry Art
Gallery, April.

1926

David Turner held a private sale of Cone paintings on 22 June. Began
teaching advanced still-life paiming an Coe College.

1927

Awarded diploma 17 June from the Department of Drawing, Painting.
and Hustration of the School of the Art Institute of Chicago.
Exhibition in Cedar Rapids with Grant Wood at Coce College,
Williston Hall, Sovember.

1928

The Little Gallery established as an experimental art station by the
American Federation of Ars and the Carnegie Foundation, Edward
B. Rowan (1308 1946) was director. Exhibition in Cedar Rapids at Coe
College, Williston Hall, November,

1929

Finamced by subscription of twenty community patrons, the Cones
traveled o Paris with Rowan on 1 June. Established fricmdships with
Paul Manship (1885-1966). Hermon MeNeil (1866-1947), Louis
Rivenan (1889-1563), and Daniel Carton Rich (1904-76), among others,
Returned in Seprember, Exhibited results of Paris trip at the Litle
Gallery, with great success, Participated in the Towa Artises” Club Fire
Annnel Exhibiition af Printings and Seufpriere, November.

1930

During the 1930s, Cone participated in seventy-four exhibitions,
including thirteen one-man shows, Exhibition in Cedar Rapids at Coe
College, Williston Hall, March,

1931

Awarded Thompsen Prize from the lowa Artists” Club Anmual
Exhibition of Paintings and Sculpuure for Stedie Corser (cat. no, 247).
Exhibition in Cedar Rapids ar Coe College, April. Established
relationship with the Chicago Galleries Association, Awarded first
prize for stll-life at the lowa State Fair and Exposition for Mille Fleurs
Tapeatry (cat, no, 233). :
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Marvin [0 Cone, ¢ 1915

Marvin I} Cone, 1918,



Marvin 1) Cone in his Granby
Building Studio, Cedar Rapids, 1934,

1932

Taughe life drawing and landscape painting at the Stone City Colony
and Art School, Stone City. Jlowa, 26 Junc-6 August. Other
participants inchsded: Conger Metealf ib, 1914}, Grant Wood, Arnold
Pyle (1908-73), Florence Spraguc (1833-1955), David McCosh
(19035-80), Adrian |, Dornbush (18900-unknown}), and Edward B,
Rowan. Participated in various group cxhibitions. Courses accredined
by Coe College, Began teaching an arentation at Coe College,
1935

Exhibitions in Cedar Rapids at the Liule Gallery of the Cedar Rapids
Art Association in May and at Coe College in June. Taught figure
drawing at the Stone City Colony ad Art School. 27 June-22 August.
1934

Appointed professor of drawing and painting a1 Coe College
Ocrober, Served in that capacity wnil 1960, Also appoined instrucior
chairman of the ilty Committee on Dramatics.
tion at the Cedar Rapids Art Association, March. Spemt the
summers of 1954-530 with Paul and Mary (Nisscn) Engle near the
Green Mansion st Stone City, lows,

1935

Awarded Sweepstakes Prize at the lowa State Fair and Exposition for
River Bead (cat, no, 3208), Participated in various group exhibitions.,
1936

Participared in a group exhibition ;e Walker Galleries. New York, River
Hewd No, 3 (cat. noe 316) included in the T3 Aroal Exlibitoen at the
Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Ans, Philadelphia, 26 January-1
xhibitions at the Chicage Galleries Association, 18 Man
April; Coe College, 26 April-10 May; and the Linde Gallery of the
Cedar Rapids An Association, fall,

1936-64

Tmitianedd active annuel exhibi p:l.rliri!:lilliq:lrl. including: Art Instituie
of Chicago, Coc College, Cornell College, Cincinnati Art Musewm,
Denver Art Museum, University of lowa, Nelson Gallery-Atkins
Museum, Virginia Muscum of Fine Ars, Carnegic Instituie.
Corcoran Gallery of Art, Metropolitan Museum of A, Joslvn Art
Muse Academy of the Fine Arts, National A« )
of Design, Toledo Museum of An. Des Moines Art Center, Cedar
Rapids Art Asseciation, Washburn Universite, Walker Art Center.
19357

Deliversd Fifiv-sixth Commencement Address, Coe College, 5 Jumne,
River Hills (cat. no. 321 included in the F324 Apmirad Exhibifion an the
Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Ans, 24 Januarv-28 February and
the Fifteeuth Biewninl Exhibition of Contemparary American Paintings a1 the
Coreoran Gallery of Art, 28 March-9 Mayv.

1938

Triptyeh Pamorama (cat. no, 337) included in the Forty-ninth Anrual
Exhibition of American Paintings and Sealpture an the Art Instituie of
Chicago, 20 October-t December, Traveled to Washingten, [LC., and
New York City.

1938-39

With the support of @ subscription of about thiny Cedar Rapidians

organized by David Turner. Cone 1ook leave of absence from Coe
College from August 1933 to May 15939 1o pursee painting full time,
Established studio in Granby Building, downtown Cedar Rapids.
1939

Spent five weeks painting in Taxco, Mexico, Exhibited resulis of
sabbatical amd Mexico trip at the Cedar Rapids An Assocition, 15-31
Octaber, Auction of exhibited works, | Sovembern, netted 54,0600,
nel mainmained Granby Building

Comtinued veaching m Coe College
stulian for abowt two vears, Exhibitions at lowa Siate University, Ames,
25 January-10 Febraary: Cornell College, Moum Vernon, lows, <4-20
March; Coe College, June: University of lowa, lowa Citv, 10-23 July:
and the Cedar Rapids Art Association, 15-31 October, Stoae Frui
Sketeh No, T {cat, no, 538} included in the Eighteenth International
Exkibition of Watercalors, Postels, Dvawings, and Monatypes at the Art
Instituie of Chicago, 23 March-14 May.

1940

During the 19405, Cone participated in seventv-eight exhibitions,

including eight one-man shows, River Bead No. 7 (cat. no. 397}
included in the Second Biennial Exhibition of Confemporary American
Painfings at the Virginia Museum of Fine Ans, % March-21 April, and
in the Fortysixth Anrwal Exhibitton at the Denver Are Muse . )
May-24 June. Devis” Dy (cat. mo 357) and (0 Tee Barn (cat. no
S0 included in the Midwestern Artists Exhibition at the Kansas ity Art
Imstituee, 4-25 February.

1941

From foeva (cat. no, 4053) included in the [360h Annnal Exhibition of
Printings and Sealptore al the Fennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts,
26 Janwarv-2 March. The Appointed Roow (cat. no. 406) incleded inothe
H5th Aunsal Exkibition of Paintings and Scalpture at the National
Academy of Design, New York Ciry, 11 March-9 Aperil.

1942

Exhibition at Coe College, 30 October-12 November, Night Prowler
fear. no. 413) included in the F270h Aunnal Exhibition of Paintings and
Senlpture at the Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts, 253 January-1
March. €d Timer (cat. no. 414) included in the Exhibition of
Contemfrorary American Paintings and Sclpture at the Metropaolitan
Museum of Art. New York, @ Febroary-15 March. Considered for
inclusion by Dorothy Miller in the upcoming exhibition American
Realists and Magic Realists at the Museum of Modern Art, Exhibition in
Cedar Rapids at Coc College. 30 Ooober-12 November.

1943

Lafayette Farm (cat. no, 422} included in the 170 Avswal Exhitition of
Paintings and Sewlpture at the National Academy of Design, 17
February-8% March, Exhibition in Cedar Rapids at Coe College, 26
Mav-T June. Frem kave (cat. no, 405) included in the Forty-nintk Araval
Exteibiitioar at the Demver Art Museum, 26 June=July, )

1544

Carnival Groces (cat. o, 437 included in the Fifty-fith Amrnal Awerican
Exlubition of Wetercolors and Drawings at the An |;L\Iiillll‘ of Chicago, 8
Jume-200 August.

1945

Unele Bew {cat. no. 4150 included in the 9% Arowal Exhibition of
Coutemporary American Paintings, Seulpinre and Graphic Art a0 the
Natiopal Aciwdemy of Design, 14 March=3 April. Exhibition in Cedar
Rapids at Coc College. May-June, and in Omaha. Nebraska, at the
Joshvn Memorial Art Museum, =30 Qcrober. Habitation (can, no. 343)
included in the Fifty-sixtk Anrual American Exihibition of Paintings at the
An Institute of Chicago, 25 Oclober-1 January 1546,

1946

This Wies the Rown (cat, no. 455) included in the Fayfth Bienmial Exhitation
of Contemporary Awevican Painting an the Vieginia Muscum of Fine Ans,
30 March-23 April. Exhibition in Cedar Rapids at Coe College, May,
amed at the Turner Company, September. Dear Defrartad (cat. no, 454)
included in the Thivd Annwal Exhibitton —Paintings of the Year an the
Naticmal Academy of Design, 1-31 October,

1947

Exhibited twentyve-nine paintings at the Cedar Bapids An Assocktion,
15 April-1 Mayv. Exhibitions at the Davenport Municipal Art Gallery,
March, and at the Cedar Rapids A Association, 13 April-1 May.
Fatitation {cat, no. 343 included in the Sixth Annnal Exhibition —
Awdubor Artists at the National Academy of Design, 11-249 Decembser.
1948

Seven paintings exhibited at the inauguration of the Des Moines Art
Coenter, June-Julv.

1949
Avvarded he
Exhibition
1950
During the 19505, Cone participated in fiftvesix exhibitions, icluding
five one-man shows,

1951

Strange Vige! (cat, na, 4635) included in the Thind Asrual fouse Artists
Exhibition in Des Moines, 27 February-25 March. Theee Dosrasrys (car,
no 502) included in the Sectieth Aneval Amevican Exiibition of Paintings
el Senfptrere at the Art Institute of Chicago, 24 October-16 December.

ary doctor of Ane ars 1|l'g::'g' froam Cormell {:ldh‘“:'.
the Cedar Rapids An Association.




1952

Antie Srairs feat. no. 509} included in the 14780 Anmival Exhibition af
Americar Paintings and Sculprure at the Pennsvlvania Academy of the
Fime Arns, 20 January-24 February, Exhibited in Cedar Rapids ai Coe
College, March-April.

1953

Strange to Me Now (cat. no. 490) included in the Ninth Anrwal
Cotermporary Exhibition ot the National Academy of Design. January.
Exhibition in Cedar Rapids s Coe College, October.

1955

Exhibition an Des Moines Art Center, April-May.

1956

This Was the Room {cat, no, 455) illustrated in the 13 May issue of the
New York Times Book Rewview,

1957

Exhibition in Cedar Rapids a1 Coe College, 17 November 1957-4 Janu-
ary 1958, Silent Wiatcher (cat, no, 543) included in the Cotemporary
Paintings and Senlpture exhibition at the University of [linois.
3 March-T April. Also included in the Toertysecond Annaral Mid-Year
Showr @t the Butler Institue of American Art, Youngstown, Crhio,
30 June-2 Seprember.

1958

Awarded Purchase Prize in the Terth Annnal foea Artists Fhatalion an
the Des Moines An Center, 6 April-4 May., Frenel Hors. Fiute and
Picealo (cal 5) included in the Eqghih Annaal Mid-America
Exteibition at the Nelson Gallerv-Atkins Museum, Kansas City, 1 May-
I June.

1959

The Appointed Room (can. no. 406} illusiraned in the 18 October issue of
the New Yorde Times Hook Review

1960

During the 15605, Cone participated in tweniy-five exhibitions,

in IL Cone at Coe College, 1964,

including seven one-man shows, Retived from Coe College faculty in
May after forty-one vears, Retrospective exhibitions at the Indiana
University Memorial Union, Bloomingron, 24 April-22 May: the
University of lowa, lowa City, 18 Ociober-16 November; and the

Jeslvn At Muscum, Omabia, 17 November-18 Decembeer.

1960-62

Artistainsresidence at Coe College.

1961

Exhibition of twentyv-nine recent paintings at Coc College, 1 May-
4 June. B, Blwe-Green and Yellmr XN, 1 (cat. no. 399) included in the
Sixty-seaenth Western Anmaral Exfibition s the Denver Art Museum,
30 July-10 Sepember.

1962

Cedar Rapids cultural group renamed Marvin Cone Art Club,
Members in 1962 included Mesdames Paul G, Anderson, W, |. Brown,
Harry { lima, Chwen Ellion, Leo Ford, Morgan Fosier, Wavne
Foster, William Gray, ], 1. Gravsion, Walter Hanson, Donabd Lynch,
R. C. Momgomery, Eugene Pinney, Herbert Stamats, Arthur Tschirgi,
Johm Vavea, B, E Wolverton, James L. Cooper. and Ellion Davis.
Exhibition in Moum Vernon, lowa, s Cornell College, 3-21 May 1962,
1963

Exhibition at the Dubugue Art Association, 10 May.

1964

Resigned board position afuer forey-five vears with the Codar Rapids
Art Association, but remained in an advisory capawiny, Onee There Was
a Villpge (et no. G229 included in the Eighth Midwest Bieanial Exhitition
at the Joslyn Art Musewm, 19 January-16 February, Exhibition at the
Cedar Rapids Art Association 3-30 April.

1965

Coe College established Marvin Cone Caollection and Marvin Cone
Alumni Collection, 9 May. Cone died 15 May at 51, Luke’s Hospital,
Cedar Rapids, after a long illness, Interred at Oak Hill Cemetery.
Memaorial retrospective exhibition held ot Coe College. June,

Marvin D Cone in his studio, 1962,
Phowgraph by George T Henry
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in his stuedio, 1WGE.

Marvin 1L Cone
Phowgraph by €
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