[image: image1.png]


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE






AGO only Canadian venue for

major Edgar Degas Sculpture exhibition 

The Art Gallery of Ontario will be the sole Canadian venue for a major exhibition of sculptures by renowned French 19th-century artist Edgar Degas from October 11, 2003 to January 4, 2004.  Degas Sculptures will present 73 bronzes from the Ny Carlsberg Glyptotek in Copenhagen - one of only four complete sets in existence. 

“The Art Gallery of Ontario is proud to host this extraordinary collection of Degas sculptures,” said Matthew Teitelbaum, AGO Director and CEO.  “This will be a rare opportunity for our visitors to experience the unique grace and beauty of these works.”

Degas created sculpture throughout most of his career and was immortalized as “the greatest living sculptor” by painter Auguste Renoir, despite having exhibited only one sculpture during his lifetime – Little Dancer, Aged Fourteen.  This wax figure, dressed in a real tulle tutu and adorned with a wig tied by a satin ribbon, was presented in the Sixth Impressionist exhibition of 1881. Later cast in bronze, the sculpture is one of Degas’s most beloved and famous works and will be a highlight of the AGO’s exhibition.

Degas’s numerous ballerina figures form a central focus of the exhibition.  No other artist has succeeded in portraying the world of ballet with greater insight.  His sculptures of young dancers brilliantly capture both fleeting moments of movement and intense images of repose.  The artist’s outstanding depictions of racehorses and his celebrated series of female bathers will also be featured in the exhibition.  

The greatest legacy of the bronzes is that they have preserved forever a critical aspect of Degas’s work.  Throughout his lifetime, Degas worked in clay and wax to allow himself the freedom to constantly change his sculptures as inspiration moved him.  Following the artist’s death in 1917, some 150 wax and clay sculptures were taken from his studio and 73 cast in bronze in strictly limited editions by the renowned Hébrard foundry of Paris, under the direct supervision of Degas’s heirs.  The bronzes are distinguished by the degree to which they approximate the colour and surface of the original wax models.  The works shown in this exhibition were acquired by the Ny Carlsberg Glyptotek in 1949 and have never been shown in North America.

Degas Sculptures is organized by Joseph S. Czestochowski and is circulated by International Arts, Memphis, Tennessee, from the collections of Ny Carlsberg Glyptotek, Copenhagen.  The exhibition is accompanied by an extraordinary 288-page, full-colour catalogue, which includes essays by leading Degas scholars as well as sculpture conservators; co-published by International Arts and The Torch Press; edited by Joseph S. Czestochowski and Anne Pingeot, Conservator General at the Musée d’Orsay, Paris.  

The Art Gallery of Ontario stands among the most distinguished art museums in North America.  The AGO’s collection comprises more than 36,000 works representing 1,000 years of extraordinary European, Canadian, modern, Inuit and contemporary art.  This important collection, along with the Gallery’s pre-eminence in art education programs, makes the AGO one of Canada’s most significant public resources for the advancement of the visual arts.
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For media information or visuals, please call: 

Antonietta Mirabelli, 416-979-6660, ext. 454       
Carrie Shibinsky, 416-979-6660, ext. 403

Antonietta_Mirabelli@ago.net


Carrie_Shibinsky@ago.net
Art Gallery of Ontario, 317 Dundas Street West, Toronto, ON, M5T 1G4 www.ago.net
The Art Gallery of Ontario is funded by the Ontario Ministry of Culture.

Additional operating support is received from the Volunteers of the AGO, the City of Toronto,

the Department of Canadian Heritage and The Canada Council for the Arts.
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