Gallery gala launches Degas exhibit
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	DANESE KENON

	Frankie Hall-Greene of Webster studies a Degas sculpture through glass at Memorial Art Gallery. [Day in Photos]


(October 13, 2002) — The Memorial Art Gallery’s latest exhibit burst out of the starting gate with the gusto of a Degas racehorse Saturday night. 

More than 1,200 guests swarmed around the French master’s stallions, dancers and bathers at a gala preview party. This major display opens today with 73 bronze sculptures from Sao Paulo, Brazil, and paintings and prints from nine other collections. 

The art was the main course for Saturday’s guests, but there were plenty of side dishes. 

Elegantly attired visitors nibbled yogurt-slathered fruit kebabs. Rochester City Ballet members twirled among Degas’ ballerinas. In the ballroom, the Rochester Rat Pack band helped baby boomer dancers cut loose. 

The spacious exhibit in the Grand Gallery won praise from many browsers. 

“It’s wonderful that Rochester can command an exhibit of this quality,” said Ruth Scott of Rochester, president of Scott Associates Consulting Inc. “I hope people will come from all over.” 

Avon dentist Joseph Karpinski was “very impressed” by the display’s layout but was caught off-guard by Degas’ robust sculpting technique. 

“What surprises me is his rudimentary, unfinished forms,” said Karpinski, 44. “He wasn’t looking for perfect models to work with.” 

The museum hopes for a record 80,000 visitors to the exhibit, which runs through Jan. 5. 
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